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Abstract

The question of human origins has been one of the major points of conflict between scientific and religious views. The scientific account of human evolution poses difficulties for those who demand a literal interpretation of scripture and believe in a special, divine origin for humanity. These difficulties are resolved by the Bahá’í writings, which view human evolution, spiritual development in the individual, the advancement of civilization, and the progress of religion as all representing a single fundamental developmental process and spiritual principle underlying all of creation. Rather than being in conflict with the theory of evolution, the Bahá’í Faith itself incorporates an evolutionary worldview.
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Craig Loehle is a mathematical ecologist working on basic ecological research and environmental impact at a governement laboratory. He received his PhD from Colorado State University in 1982. His research has covered resource management models, modeling methods, artificial intelligence, environmental impact analysis, plant ecology, animal behavior, and the philosophy of science. he has published fifty article on these topics in ecological journals. His previous Baha'i publications include a poem in World Order and a paper on the environment and the Baha'i Faith in the 1990 International Society for Systems Sciences Conference Proceedings. He is a consultatnt to the Baha'i Office of the Environment in New York.
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