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pants will enjoy a brief  artistic perfor-
mance, before a panel discussion on the
contemporary challenge of  advancing
race unity.

On Friday and Saturday afternoons,
conference participants will have an
opportunity to attend breakout ses-
sions on a number of  topics of  ongo-
ing thought and research. These ses-
sions are intended to share learning
and invite discussion on a wide range
of  topics across professional and acad-
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Bahá’ís of  the United States. Other
presentations will invite further explo-
rations into the application of  Bahá’í
thought to professional and academic
discourses.

The conference will open with a talk
by Dr. Robert Henderson, a member of
the National Spiritual Assembly of  the
Bahá’ís of  the United States, on “The
Age We Live In”. He will share
insights on race relations and race
unity, and our efforts as Bahá’ís to chal-
lenge prejudice and oppression
through community building efforts.

On Friday morning, Dr. Ruha
Benjamin, Professor in the Department
of  African American Studies
at Princeton University, will reflect on
contemporary research related to race,
innovation, equity and justice and how
it might be illuminated by insights
from the Revelation of  Bahá’u’lláh.
Following her talk, conference partici-

The plenary program for the 41st
annual conference is now largely con-
firmed. Register before May 31st to
receive the lowest rates to attend from
August 10-13 in Orange County,
California.

The annual conference presents an
opportunity for participants to
explore a range of  topics in relation
to aspects of  the Bahá’í teachings.
Before the formal opening of  the con-
ference at 7pm on August 10th, pre-
conference meetings will take place
during the day. Participants in themat-
ic working groups will have an oppor-
tunity to share learning, develop rela-
tionships and make plans. Study ses-
sions will allow interested participants
to explore recent letters from the
Universal House of  Justice and the
National Spiritual Assembly of  the
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emic fields of  inquiry. The evening will
feature an artistic performance. 

Saturday morning will begin with a
talk by Ms. Layli Miller-Muro,
Executive Director of  the Tahirih
Justice Center. The focus of  her presen-
tation will relate to gender equality and
the principled approach to translate
consciousness-raising into informed
action for change in the context of
Bahá’í teachings. Following a brief
artistic performance and intermission,
Prof. Michael Karlberg will engage
Prof. Kristen Monroe in a stimulating
discussion on the topic of  human
nature, altruism, and applied ethics. Dr.
Karlberg is professor of  media studies
at Western Washington University, and
Dr. Monroe is a political scientist, spe-
cializing in political psychology and
ethics. Her work on the foundations of
altruism and moral choice is presented
in a trilogy of  award-winning books
and will address our understanding of
human nature and applied ethics. 

Dr. Holly Hanson, professor of
African History at Mount Holyoke
College, will give a talk on Saturday
evening on the subject of  inequality.
She will share insights on income
inequality, especially in the context of
our community-building efforts that aim
to rebuild the structures of  society. Dr.
Hanson has published widely on East

African history and ideas regarding
social transformation in the Bahá’í
Writings. 

Sunday morning will be devoted
to a celebration of  the bicentennial
of  the Birth of  Bahá’u’lláh. Artistic
presentations will be accompanied
by a talk by Mr. Hooper Dunbar, a
former member of  the Universal
House of  Justice. Mr. Dunbar will
speak to the topic related to the con-
structive and destructive forces in
society through the lens of  the
Revelation of  Bahá’u’lláh, with per-
spectives relating to this year’s
200th anniversary of  the Birth of
the Founder of  the Bahá’í Faith.

Conference Statement

Since the establishment of  the
Association for Bahá’í Studies more
than 40 years ago, it has existed to
enrich the intellectual life of  its par-
ticipants and of  the Bahá’í commu-
nity. The annual conference is one
way in which the Association brings
together a growing number of  par-
ticipants to explore the implications
of  the Bahá’í teachings for a variety
of  disciplines, professions, and fields
of  inquiry. Our common purpose is
to examine the ideas, concepts, and
theories operating within the schol-
arly and professional disciplines, and
to pursue knowledge that is associat-
ed with an evolving tradition of
Bahá’í thought. 

With this purpose in mind, the
conference serves as a venue in
which fresh approaches can be taken
to generate and apply knowledge
related to various disciplines and
fields of  study. Participants are
invited to consider how they can
play a role in working with others
“to earnestly strive to reflect on the
implications that the truths found in
the Revelation may hold for their
work.”1 Plenary sessions help to
raise our vision and frame our think-
ing, and breakout sessions create

spaces where specialized presentations
and discussion can proceed. Across
these different settings participants
will discover new ideas and begin to
explore collaborative enterprises that
will extend new lines of  inquiry. We
hope that the format and spirit of  the
conference will be conducive to partic-
ipation so that all can see themselves
as actively engaged in a vibrant, inclu-
sive, and uplifting process of  learning.

1. The Universal House of Justice, Letter
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahá’ís of Canada, 24 July 2013.
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2017 Call for Nominations for ABS Scholarships
The Association for Bahá’í Studies invites nominations for the following two awards this year:
1. Bahieh Moayyad-Khademi Memorial Award
2. Dr. Redwan Moqbel Scholarship

1. Bahieh Moayyad-Khademi Memorial Award
This award was established in 2006 in memory of  Bahieh Moayyad-Khademi, to honor her interest and dedication in 
supporting the cause of  education and recognizing young Iranian Bahá’ís for their achievements in academic studies 
and assisting them in attaining higher education.
The purpose of  this award is to assist Iranian Bahá’í students who are being denied opportunity for furthering educa
tion in Iran. The award is granted to at least an individual with high academic achievement and financial need. The 
award is intended to assist students pursuing studies outside Iran. Nominations for the award will be received from 
individuals and organizations familiar with the situation of  the Bahá’í students in Iran. The award has a cash value of  
at least US $3,000.

2. Dr. Redwan Moqbel Scholarship
This scholarship is presented in collaboration with the Winnipeg Foundation annually to an international full-time 
graduate student studying in Canada, with a preference for a student engaged in medical science, in pursuit of  a “noble 
goal” and in need of  financial assistance.
The candidate will have completed his or her undergraduate program in the face of  adversity, such as coming from a 
war torn society, or belonging to a group that is internationally recognized as discriminated against or persecuted. This
award has a cash value of  CDN $1,500.

Criteria for Awarding the Two Scholarships:
The adjudicators shall evaluate the applications based on the following criteria:
Academic merit
Demonstrated need
Limitations imposed on the applicant by circumstances
Goals and aspirations of  the applicant

Application Process
Applicants are asked to provide an essay, no longer than 500 words, describing their academic goals, personal aspira
tions, description of  the circumstances of  their lives and financial needs.
Two letters of  recommendation by a mentor, character reference or a faculty member will also be required. 
Applications should be emailed to: <abs-na@baha-studies.ca>
Nominations should be received by 15 May 2017 and recipients will be notified about the results by June 1, 2017.

Registration and Hotel Information

Conference registration and hotel information are available on the ABS website: http://www.bahai-studies.ca/upcoming-
conference. For further inquiries, please contact the Association for Bahá’í Studies, 34 Copernicus St., Ottawa, ON,
Canada K1N 7K4; tel.: 613-233-1903 or e-mail: <abs-na@bahai-studies.ca>. 

Hotel reservations must be made directly with the conference hotel, Hyatt Regency Orange County, 11999 Harbor
Blvd., Garden Grove, CA 92840. To book your room, please call the Reservations Department at 888-421-1442 or (714)
750-1234 and refer to the group name “Association for Bahá’í Studies Conference.” You can also reserve online at:
https://aws.passkey.com/go/BAHAI217

Room rates are $139 single/double, and $159 triple/quad occupancy. Please note: these rates are guaranteed only
until the room-block is filled or until July 26, 2017, whichever comes first. Reservations made after the cut-off  dates will
be based on availability at the Hotel’s prevailing rates. The conference rates are extended to three days before and three
days after the conference dates based on availability. Discounted self-parking for day and overnight guests: $13/vehicle
per night. Valet parking will be at prevailing hotel rates.
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Latest Issue of Journal: Volume 26, number 4 – Winter 2016
Buy print copy or download entire issue at:

http://bahai-studies.ca/publications/journal/

The Journal of Bahá’í Studies

Online Book Review Repository

Check out the latest postings of book reviews on the ABS Online Book Review Repository at:
http://bahai-studies.ca/publications/journal/book-reviews/

Shoghi Effendi through the Pilgrim’s Eye – Vol. 1 - Building the Administrative Order, 1922–1952
by Earl Redman (Oxford, UK: George Ronald, 2015), 472 pages. Available at George Ronald, US BDS, and Amazon.ca.

A Way Out of No Way: Transforming Dropouts into Scholars, 1967–1977
by Hussein Ahdieh and Hillary Chapman (United States: CreateSpace, 2016), 131 pages. Available at Amazon.com.

Also, visit the “Past Issues” page of the Journal of Bahá’ í Studies on the ABS website regularly to access articles
from past issues of the Journal. These articles can be viewed and downloaded at http://bahai-studies.ca/past-
issues/

Contents

From the Editor’s Desk: “A Vision of  the Future”
John S. Hatcher

The Intellectual Life of  the Bahá’í Community
Farzam Arbab

In Pursuit of  Harmony between Science and Religion
Paul Lample

Advancing in Bahá’í-inspired Education
Sona Farid-Arbab

The Beauty of  the Human Psyche
Rhett Diessner

Anne Gould Hauberg and Mark Tobey: Lives Lived for Art, 
Cultivated by Spirit

Anne Gordon Perry

Poems
Elegy for the Old Thinking  Emari DiGiorgio
Good News  Caitlin Johnson Castelaz
Afternoon with Roger  Jack McLean

Cover: Transition
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ASSOCIATION FOR BAHÁ’Í STUDIES 
 

41st Annual Conference, 10–13 August, 2017 
Hyatt Regency Orange County, California, USA 

 
Please register for EACH person attending the conference by fax: 1-613-233-3644, by phone: 1-613-233-1903,  

online at http://www.bahai-studies.ca or by mail: 34 Copernicus Street, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1N 7K4. 
 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _____________________________________________________________ Province/State ________________ 
 

Country _________________________________________________________  Postal/ZIP Code  ______________ 
 

Telephone _________________________ E-Mail ______________________________________________________ 
 

If this registrant is a child, please indicate age _________  Do you have any special needs? ___________________ 
          

 
 

 
Please circle one fee. 

 
ALL CONFERENCE FEES  

ARE IN US DOLLARS  
 
 
 

* Parents and dependent children 
living at the same address 
(minimum 3 registrants) 
   
   

   Full Conference Fee (4 days) One-Day Fee 

Individual 
Adults 

By May 31 $170 $60 
By July 31 $180 $60 
After July 31 $190 $60 

 

Seniors (65+) 
Students (15+) 
Unwaged 

By May 31 $120 $50 
By July 31 $130 $50 
After July 31 $140 $50 

 

Children (ages 5–14) 
must be registered by July 31 

$70 $35 

 

Family discount 20% off total registration fee* 

 
Total Fees: 

  
Method of Payment 

 

  Cheque   Money Order   Discover 
  VISA       MasterCard      American Express 

+ Scholarship   
   Contribution: 

  

- Family discount 
  (if applicable) 

  

GRAND TOTAL 

  

 
CANCELLATION POLICY: Registration 

fees are refundable, less 10% 
administrative fees if the Association is 
notified by July 31, and less 20% 
administrative fees if notified after July 31.   

Registrants from outside Canada, please 
note: fees paid by credit card are 
processed in Canada. Some credit card 
companies apply a service charge for 
transactions taking place in another 
Country. 

Credit Card Number 

Credit Card Expiration Date 

Cardholder’s Name (please print clearly) 

Cardholder’s Signature 

  



HHHOOOTTTEEELLL   AAANNNDDD   RRREEESSSEEERRRVVVAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS         
 
Hyatt Regency Orange County  
11999 Harbor Boulevard,  
Garden Grove, CA, 92840 USA 
Tel: (714) 750-1234; Fax: (714) 740-0465 
 
Toll-free reservations: 1-888-421-1442 
Online: 
https://aws.passkey.com/go/BAHAI217 
 
Single/double occupancy —  
        US $139 per night (plus tax) 
Triple/quad. occupancy —  
        US $159 per night (plus tax) 
 
Maximum occupancy: 4 persons per 
room. 
 
 
 
 
Conference attendees must make hotel reservations directly with the hotel. To receive the special rate ask for the Association 
for Bahá’í Studies special conference rate when making your reservation. 
 
 
PPPLLLEEEAAASSSEEE   NNNOOOTTTEEE:::  these rates are guaranteed only until the room-block is filled or until July 26, 2017, 
whichever comes first. Reservations made after the cut-off dates will be based on availability at the Hotel’s 
prevailing rates. The conference rates are extended to three days before and three days after the 
conference dates. 

 
 
 
 


