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Abstract

Art is the indigenous offspring of a society; its distinctive music, literature, drama, visual arts, and architecture emerge in its maturity. This essay explores the spiritual significance of the relationship between traditional and new forms of artistic expression from the author’s experience as an architect. To Bahá’ís, creating a work of art is equivalent to an act of worship. In the Bahá’í Era, artists will find a new dimension of abstract truth. However, mastery of any branch of the arts requires a rigorous discipline not generally appreciated. If artists are in advance of the mass of their contemporaries. They must try to open others’ eyes to the world which already stands revealed before them. When the full implications of the Bahá’í Revelation for art are grasped, artists will turn towards the Bahá’í Faith, seeing in this religion a new gateway into spiritual worlds.
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Fariburz Sahba received a master's degree in architecture in 1972 from the Faculty of Fine Arts at tehran University, where his thesis project, "Emergency Architecture," earned for him the faculty's highest honor. As head of the design department of various architectural firms in Iran, he was responsible for the design of a wide range of prestigious buildings. In 1974, he was recognized by the Ministry of Housing in Iran for his design for a low-cost housing system. He was associate architect of the Seat of the Universal House of Justice, the international governing body of the worldwide Baha'i community, selected him from among forty-five architects from around the world to design the Baha'i House of Worship for the Indian subcontinent, a commission to which he devoted ten years of his life. During this time, he resided in India and maintained an office in London. he is currently the project manager for the Mount Carel Baha'i Projects, Haifa, Israel, and has designed the series of terraces surrounding the Shrine of the Bab.
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