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Abstract

In the writings of Bahá’u’lláh the unveiling of all that lay “hidden” both within scripture and within the soul is metaphorically identified with the húrís or “Brides of inner meaning, “who in their unveiling enact the apocalypse that John of Patmos in the Book of Revelation describes as the New Jerusalem descending as the bride apparelled to meet the bridegroom. Bahá’u’lláh enacts this union as the marriage of the Manifestation with the Maid of Heaven, who releases in the Logos or Word, viewed as masculine, its creative power, viewed as feminine. The Word as uniting within itself its masculine and feminine components acts upon the newly created soul much as the Bahá’í parents in their marriage union act upon their offspring. The relationship between the parents and child in a Bahá’í family thus becomes the human likeness of the divine marriage, which is the apocalypse of Bahá’u’lláh announced in all previous dispensations. The New Jerusalem as the metaphor of the Kingdom of God on earth resides in the mirroring in the human realm of the divine paradigm unveiled by the húrís in the Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh.
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Ross Woodman is professor emeritus of English at the University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. Dr. Woodman is the author of The Apocalyptic Vision in the Poetry of Shelley (University of Toronto Press, 1962), James Reaney (McLelland and Stewart), Jack Chambers (Coach House Press), and numerous articles on the English Romantic poets and contemporary Canadian art. His articles "The End of the World: What Happened? Or Leftover Time to Kill" and "Baha'u'llah's Influence on the New York School of Painting: The 'Unapprehended Inspiration' of Newman and Rothko" were published in The Journal of Baha'i Studies 3.3 and 4.1, respectively. A volume of essays in his honor has been published by the Queen's-McGill Press. He also received the 1993 Distinguished Scholar Award from the Keats-Shelley division of the Modern Languages Association of North-America.
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